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Welcome to the desert
biome! The desert is a
weird and sandy place.
Sand and sandstone stretch
as far as you can see. The
sun shines bright, and the
sky stays clear all day. You
will find very few plants out
here. Just a cactus or two,
and some dry, dead shrubs

poking up from the sand.



When the sun climbs to its
greatest height, most desert
creatures hide in the shade.
The heat is too strong for safe
travel in the middle of the day.
Even husks, the weird desert
zombies of Minecraft, stand
perfectly still while the sun

blazes overhead.

Their blocky feet do not shift
an inch. Even a shy rabbit in
the distance knows to rest until

the air cools down.
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Water is very hard to find in
a desert biome. Most desert
biomes have neither rivers nor
ponds nearby. Without water, it
is hard to farm or stay alive
for very long. You must plan
with great care before setting
out across the hot sand. Pack
plenty to drink, or you will be
in big trouble fast. A desert

trip takes real planning.



Desert animals are smart at
saving energy. Rabbits and
other creatures rest in the
shade during the hottest part of
the day. By lying still, they use
less water and stay a lot
cooler. Their leisurely breaks
help them last through the
blazing heat. This is how real
desert animals stay alive in the
wild, too. A good long rest in

the shade beats running around

in the blazing sun.
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Sand stretches in every direction
across the desert biome, with
no end in sight. The place feels
weirdly quiet, and every dune
looks just the same. Neither
trees nor rivers stand nearby to
guide you through this foreign

land.

One wrong turn, and you might
wander for hours in the blazing
sun. Before you head out, pack
a map so you can find your

way back.



Once the sun sets, the desert
turns cold very quickly.
Without trees or clouds to
hold in the warmth, the
temperature drops fast. In the
real world, many deserts go
from burning hot by day to
nearly freezing at night. A
camel stands close to a
glowing pool of lava, soaking
up the heat. A weird green
creeper hides far away in the

dark.




Even with all the heat, the
desert hides surprising treasures.
A shallow pit framed by pale
stone blocks sits tucked
beneath tall shade trees. Their
wide branches give cool shelter
from the blazing sun. Scattered
greenery grows in the sand,
which is weird to see in such a
dry place. Grab a shovel and
seize the chance to explore.
You never know what hidden

wonders you might unveil.



Deserts are one of the driest
places on Earth. In the
harshest real world deserts,
rain can be months or even
years apart. Every plant and
animal living there has a
clever way to catch and store
water inside its body. Some

cacti hold water in their thick

stems. Some animals get water = g ¢

from the food they eat. In the

desert, every drop counts. LL}



In both Minecraft and the real
world, people make their
homes in the desert. Desert
villages are built from whatever
is all around them, like sand,
sandstone, and wood. Real
desert neighbors build thick
walls to keep homes cool. They
dig deep wells to find water
hidden underground. Living in
the desert is hard, but people
have found clever ways to

make it work for many years.



Deserts are growing bigger in
the real world. When forests are
cut down or farmland is used
too much, the soil dries out and
turns to dust. This weird change
is called desertification. Planting
new trees and caring for the soil
can help stop the desert from
spreading further. Every seed
and every tree matters. The
choices being made today will
shape the land for years to

come.

.
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Could you survive a day in the blazing Minecraft desert? Sand stretches in every
direction, the sun climbs to a dizzying height, and the air feels weirdly still. Where
do husks hide when the heat gets too strong? How do rabbits stay cool, and what
hidden treasures wait beneath the dunes? Grab a shovel, pack a map, and seize
the chance to explore this foreign land! This decodable reader practices the 'ei’
phonogram in words such as 'weird,’ 'height,’ 'neither,” and 'seize.’

Reading Skills: | <ei>

being, foreign, height, leisurely, neighbors, neither, seize, their, unveil,
weird, weirdly

Learn to read with confidence

The Bookbot app and its carefully designed decodable books help children
practise the sounds and words they are learning, building strong phonics and
reading skills one step at a time. In the app, children can listen to stories read
aloud, follow highlighted words as they are spoken, and read independently
when they are ready. Together, the decodable books and oral reading support
help develop accuracy, fluency, confidence and a love of reading. Learn more at
www.bookbotkids.com.
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